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Emergency Plans...Are You Ready?

In the wake of last month’s earthquakes here in Southern California, it is
important to re-visit – or visit for the first time – your family’s emergency plan.
Homeland Security has put together a comprehensive checklist of things to
consider in planning for an emergency situation. Below are some highlights. For
more information, visit www.ready.gov.
Family Emergency Plan
•

Identify an out-of-town contact. It may be easier to make a long-distance phone call
than to call across town, so an out-of-town contact may be in a better position to
communicate among separated family members.

•

Be sure every member of your family knows the phone number and has a cell phone,
coins, or a prepaid phone card to call the emergency contact. If you have a cell
phone, program that person(s) as "ICE" (In Case of Emergency) in your phone. If
you are in an accident, emergency personnel will often check your ICE listings in
order to get a hold of someone you know. Make sure to tell your family and friends
that you have listed them as emergency contacts.

•

Teach family members how to use text messaging (also known as SMS or Short
Message Service). Text messages can often get around network disruptions when a
phone call might not be able to get through.

•

Subscribe to alert services. Many communities now have systems that will send
instant text alerts or e-mails to let you know about bad weather, road closings, local
emergencies, etc.

•

Create a comprehensive family emergency plan or use the template created by
Homeland Security, at
www.ready.gov/america/_downloads/familyemergencyplan.pdf

Finally, regardless of whether you are planning for the possibility of a community-wide
emergency or a personal emergency, it is important that you notify the people whom you
have designated as executors and trustees – as well as your estate planning attorney – of the
location of your original estate planning documents. It is equally important to inform your
babysitter, nanny, day care center, and children’s schools of the names and phone numbers
of your designated Guardians and temporary guardians. Your estate plan will work best for
you and your children if you make sure that the contact information of these key individuals
is known and is readily accessible.
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